108               JOSEPH   CHAMBERLAIN

supports it by menacing references to the arma-
ments of the Transvaal, its alliance with the Orange
Free State, and the active sympathy which in the
case of war it would receive from a section of Her
Majesty's subjects. I regret to say that this doctrine,
supported as it is by a ceaseless stream of malignant
lies about the intentions of the British Government,
is producing a great effect upon a large number of
our Dutch fellow-colonists.   Language is frequently
used which seems to imply that the Dutch have some
superior right even in this colony to their fellow-
citizens of British birth.  Thousands of men peace-
ably disposed, and, if let alone, perfectly satisfied
with their position as British subjects, are being
drawn into disaffection, and there is a corresponding
exasperation on the side of the British.

I can see nothing which will put a stop to this

mischievous propaganda but some striking proof of

the intention of Her Majesty's Government not to

be ousted from its position in South Africa.   And

the best proof alike of its power and its justice would

be to obtain for the Uitlanders in the Transvaal a

fair share in the government of the country which

owes everything to their exertions.    It could be

made perfectly clear that our   action was   not

directed against the existence of the Republic.  We

should be only demanding the re-establishment of

rights which now exist in the Orange Free State,

and which existed in the Transvaal itself at the

time of, and long after, the withdrawal of British

sovereignty.    It would be no selfish demand, as

other Uitlanders besides those of British birth would

benefit by it.   It is asking for nothing from others

which we do not give ourselves.    And it would

certainly go to the root of the political unrest in

South Africa, and though temporarily it might